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Part2:FLY IN G A S BA G G A G E O R C A R G O



Have you read the firstpartofFLYING W ITHO UT DYING (in m ybook)? Ihope
so,although ifyou’re reading this,clearlyIfailed to talk you outofshipping your
poordoggyin the bellyofa plane. O kay,okay. Iknow thatsom etim es you just
have to ship yourdog—like when she’s a G reatDane and you’re m oving to
G reatBritain. Hard to convince an aircarrierto letyourDane cuddle by your
feet. Justprom ise m e you won’tship yourdog because you think he m ight
have fun spending the holidays with G randm a. Prom ise? M ychapterH O M E
ALO NE offers allsorts ofalternatives.

B unking w ith Suitcases Forwhen you have no otherchoice than to ship
yourdog,here are som e tips to give yourdog the bestshotatarriving safe and
sound:

• K now thatpuppies m ustbe atleasteightw eeks old and w eaned forat
least5 days. Beware:m anytrainers and breeders believe thatshipping
puppies during theirFearIm printPeriod (between roughly8 and 11 weeks of
age)m aycause them lasting psychologicalproblem s.

• Plan in advance to geta currentcertificate ofhealth butw aituntilthe
lastm inute to getit. Yourcertificate needs to be currentwithin 10 days and
travelplans can change.(Note:Ifyou m ustvaccinate,do so atleasta week
before the flightifatallpossible.Yourdog m ayhave a life-threatening
reaction to the shotand no one willbe there to help). M anydom estic airlines -
willaccepttitertests (see RETHINKING VACCINATIO N)in place ofa shot.
Check internationalvaccination requirem ents carefully;they’re likelyto be
stricterthan ours.

• Fly on the sam e plane as yourdog ifatallpossible. Ask to watch Bruno
board and deplane. Tellthem yourdog is a veryexpensive show dog (ifhe’s
gorgeous)oris co-starring on a new sitcom oris one ofthose dogs trained to
detectcancerorheartdisease in Hum ans. Airline personnelsom etim es value
“things” with high m onetaryvalue overthose with m ere sentim entalvalue. G o
figure.

• D on’tship yourdog w hen it’s too hotortoo cold. Continental’s veterinary
consultantDr.W alterW oolftold us thatseasonalweathervariations greatly
affectcanine airtravelsafety. Airlines have rules abouttravelduring
tem perature extrem es,butyourrules should be even stricter. Som etim es
airlines willask you fora certificate-of-acclim ation,which is a polite ofasking if
Fifiwillsurvive extrem e tem peratures. Hello????? Tellthe in-flightcrew your
expensive-dog story,too,and suggesttheyask the Captain to keep an eye on
bellytem perature control.

• B uy the bestcrate you can afford,m aking sure itconform s to
regulations foryourparticularairline and thatit’s strong,hard sided,safe



and com fortable foryourdog. Ifyou can’tafford a new crate,check wantads
orEbay(w ww .ebay.com ). Don’trisk yourdog’s life with som ething new and
flim syand cheap.

• B uy a non-spillw atercontainerand teach yourdog to use it. (Checkout
the LixitDog W aterBottle from w ww .petco.com .)

• M ake sure there’s room foryourbaby to poop and pee w ithouthaving to
sleep in itbutnotso large than turbulence w ould throw heraround the
crate too m uch. The one productIwould neverletanyfriend ofm ine fly
withoutis The Pooch Pad Ultra DryTransportSystem .Think ofitas a
disposable diaperwith a foam pad underneath to keep yourfellow com fyand
dryduring the long m iserable trip. Find them atwww .poochpad.com orat
www .petsm art.com .

• G ive you dog a traveling com panion in the form ofa favorite (safe)
cuddly toy.

• G etyourdog used to the crate before flying. M ake itthe place where he
gets his favorite treats. You m ighteven puthim in itand go forshortcarrides
to fun places ifhe’s notalreadyan inveterate traveler. (Ask you vetabout
safe rem edies forthe carsick dog.)

• M ake sure yourdog has tags bearing a currentphone num berand
address,and getthatm icrochip ortattoo. (See m ychapteron
DISAPPEARING DO GS.)M ake sure tags are notofa size thatm ightget
stuck in crate grates.

• Som e places,like the U K and European U nion,require thatdog’s a
vaccination certificate m atch a chip ortattoo num ber. Theyalso require a
waiting period and blood draw to check thatthe vaccination was effective
which can take 4 to 6 m onths! See www .airanim al.com form ore inform ation.

• U se a break-aw ay collarto keep yourdog from strangling ifhis tags catch on
his crate grating. Read aboutKeepSafe Break-AwayCollarat
www .keepsafecollar.com . And neveruse a choke collarorm uzzle.

• M ark the replace alloverwith yournam e,address,severalphone num bers
(sayto callcollect)and the words LIVE ANIM AL with a big “up” arrow.Tape a
good photo ofthe dog to the replace,too,in case severaldogs escape
theircrates,and carry anotherin yourw allet. D O N O T lock the crate;if
yourdog is in distress,no one willbe able to help him and Securitycan’t
search itto see ifyourdog is sm uggling contraband.Instead,tape the grating
shutwith packing tape,folding underthe end ofthe tape to m ake a “pull-tab.”
O rencircle the crate with a quick-release bungee cord.

http://www.eba
http://www.petc
http://www.pooch
http://www.petsma
http://www.airanimal
http://www.keepsafecoll


• A ttach a sm allbag ofquality dry food to the outside ofhis crate. Note
w hen yourdog lastate,and how and w hen he should be fed in case ofa
delay. You m ayneed a vet’s written notice ifthe dog is notto be fed.

• Puta sm allcheap leash in a bag and attach itto the crate in case the
dog needs a break on a delayed flight(butdon’texpectthatanyone willuse
it).

• Ifyou’re changing planes w ith a long layover,orifyourflightsuffers a
long delay,insistthatyourdog be rem oved and checked. Do everything
you can to m ake sure this actuallyhappens.

• Ifyourdog is a loner,gradually getherused to otheranim als. She m ay
be riding side-by-side with a howling hound.O ra yowling cat!Talk about
stress.

• C onsultyourairline aboutbreed bans before purchasing yourticket.
Som e won’tletcertain “aggressive” breeds (like pitbulls)flyunderany
circum stance.

Flying Solo W hatifyourpup has to travelsolo,thatis,as aircargo? This is too
im possiblyscary,butis som etim es (though rarely)unavoidable. Youronlyhope is
to outsm artthe baggage handlers.

• Ifpossible,ship on an airline w ith a dedicated anim alairtransport
service.

• A void holidays orotherpeak traveltim es. Send Bruno on a non-stop or
directflight,even ifyou have to drive him to a nearbytown to do it. Every
stop,and especiallyeverychange ofplane,is a potentialdisaster.

• H ave som eone w aiting in baggage claim to rescue yourbabythe m om ent
he lands.

• Selectw hateverlevelofservice w illensure thatyourdog w illbe
shipped on a specific flighton a specific day and tim e. Don’tassum e
thatallcargo goes on a specific flight. Itdoesn’t.

• Som e airlines require you to w ork w ith an anim alshipper. ContactThe
InternationalPetand Anim alTransportation Association atwww .ipata.com
(903-769-2267)to find com panies thatship pets. Note thatservices are
“prim arilyforthose relocating ratherthan forthose taking briefvacations with
theirpets.” A flightfacilitation com panyrun by a veterinarian,Dr.W alterM .
W oolf,VM D,w ww .airanim al.com offers (am ong otherservices)a “PetPCS”

http://www.ip
http://www.airanimal.co


service to help relocating m ilitarypersonal. Call800-635-3448 fordetails.
Look atrequirem ents ofdestination countryorstate.

Ifyou’re stillplanning on shipping yourdog,prom ise m e you’lldo one lastthing.
Pretend you’re gagged and trapped in a shipping container. You don’tknow where
you’re going,ifyou’lleversee yourfam ilyagain,ifstrangers m ightkillyou. You
can’ttellanyone thatyourwatercontaineris dryand you’re reallyhot. O rthat
you’ve soiled yourcrate with runnydiarrhea. (You couldn’thelp it;you were so
scared.) Also visitw ww .ASPCA.org,search “Safe TravelTips,” and trythe
Hum ane Societyofthe United States (w ww .hsus.org). You’llfind articles trying to
talk you outofsending yourdog byair.

Forconsum erinform ation on traveling w ith yourdog,including w ays to
evaluate airlines and reportproblem s,see ourLinks page underFLYIN G
W ITH O U T D YIN G .

Tranquilizing M anyveterinarians warn againsttranquilizing dogs before shipping,
and m anypettransporters willnotaccepttranquilized pets. W hen a dog is alone in
the belly,a bad reaction can prove fatal. So don’tdo unless yourvetrecom m ends
it.

M anyholistic vets recom m end using Bach FlowerRescue Rem edy® to take the
edge offyourdog’s anxiety. (Form ore inform ation,ask yourvet;also see our
chapterPREVENTING THE PREVENTABLE orgo to w ww .bachflow er.com and
click on “Pets.”)

W hen Jiggyand Ineed to m ellow out,M om puts4 drops ofRescue Rem edy® in
ourwaterordrops itdirectlyon ourgum s orrubs iton ourears. Ithelps us chill.

Have a safe journey,oras we dogs say,Bone Voyage.

http://www. ASP
http://www.hsu
http://www.bachflo

